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Press release, 09 May 2025

Expansion in French-speaking Switzerland: Geneva Youth Hostel
celebrates topping-out ceremony

The Swiss Youth Hostels are building a new youth hostel in French-speaking Switzerland. A state-
of-the-art facility is being developed in Switzerland’s second-largest city in close collaboration
with the city of Geneva. The opening is scheduled for mid-July 2026, and bookings are now
possible. The youth hostel, which also includes a public restaurant, is being built as part of an
overall project with social housing and sports facilities on Route de Vernier.

The Swiss Youth Hostels are continuously expanding their network in French-speaking Switzerland, today
celebrating the topping-out ceremony for their new hostel in Geneva, which will open in July 2026 and is
now available for booking. With Geneva Youth Hostel, which is located in a new neighbourhood, the Swiss
Youth Hostels are establishing a youth hostel in a strategically important location. «With its airport and
the associated connections to international markets, Geneva is the most important gateway to Western
Switzerland for travellers from all over the world. As a member of the global umbrella organisation
Hostelling International, we expect high demand from international guests. At the same time, Geneva is
an important destination for schools, groups, families and solo travellers from Switzerland who are looking
for affordable, ultra-modern accommodation,» says Janine Bunte, CEO of the Swiss Youth Hostels.

The new «place to be»: youth hostel, restaurant and sports facility

The new Geneva Youth Hostel has a total of 176 beds in 61 rooms, with 24 rooms offering barrier-free
access. Featuring double, 4-bed, 6-bed and family rooms, the wide mix of rooms is ideal for sports groups,
clubs, schools, solo travellers and families. The private double and family rooms have their own
shower/WC.

The youth hostel reception and the trendy public a la carte restaurant Yoummi are located on the ground
floor of the seven-storey building. It's got everything guests, locals and sports clubs need to stay fuelled
all day long: from a sumptuous breakfast buffet to a tasty lunch, an afternoon snack all the way to dinner.
It is also ideally situated as a place to spend time together with the sports club after a challenging training
session or as a team after work in a cosy atmosphere. «All public areas are available both to our youth
hostel guests and to the entire neighbourhood,» says Janine Bunte. On the first floor are the leisure and
play areas for overnight guests as well as two modern seminar rooms with a capacity for 20 people each.

The new youth hostel is also particularly attractive for sports clubs, as sports fields and halls, a fitness
centre and football pitches are located right next to the new building. In addition, a Helsana Trail starts
right outside the youth hostel’s doorstep, which running fans can complete at various levels of difficulty.

Top location for solo travellers, business travellers and researchers

The new youth hostel is very well connected and is therefore suitable for tourists, but also for business
travellers and researchers from national and international universities. From Geneva Airport, the youth
hostel can be reached in 15 minutes by public transport. Geneva city centre, the railway station, Lake
Geneva and the European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN), for example, are all within 20 to
30 minutes by public transport. Adrien Genier, Director of Genéve Tourisme & Congrés, emphasises:
«The new youth hostel in Geneva is a great addition to our tourism offering. Ideally situated between the
city centre and the airport, it offers affordable, high-quality accommodation with an appealing design.
That's why the hostel fits so well with our strategy to attract both leisure and conference guests. We want
to establish Geneva as an open, accessible and attractive destination for all travellers and the youth hostel
brings us one step closer to this goal.»

The path to the new Geneva Youth Hostel

The consortium DLP architectes associés, eric dunant atelier d’architectes sarl et lopes & perinet-marquet
architectes EPFL sarl won the competition for the new building project — the Geneva-based office
lopes&perinet-marquet architectes epfl sarl is now responsible for the planning and execution.
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The building owner is the Swiss Foundation for Social Tourism (SFST). «We are delighted that the
construction work on the new youth hostel is proceeding according to plan and that we are reaching
another milestone in this great project with the topping out ceremony,» says René Dobler, CEO of the
Swiss Foundation for Social Tourism.

One important partner is the Fondation de la Ville de Genéve pour le logement social (FVGLS), which is
realising two buildings with a total of 50 social housing units in the same district as part of the urban
development project. As with all new youth hostel buildings by the SFST, this project in Geneva is placing
a particular focus on sustainability. Built to the highest environmental standards, the hostel will be
managed by the Swiss Youth Hostels with maximum efficiency.

Geneva Youth Hostel key data:

Address: Chemin Jeanne-HERSCH 6, 1219 Chatelaine
Beds: 176
Room availability: 35 double rooms with private shower/WC

6 family rooms with private shower/WC
16 4-bed rooms with washbasin
4 6-bed rooms with washbasin
Barrier-free access: 24 rooms have barrier-free access
Price per overnight stay: from CHF 49 per person including breakfast buffet

About the Swiss Youth Hostels

The Swiss Youth Hostels Association’s network comprises 43 hostels under its ownership and 8
Associated Youth Hostels, ranging from romantic castles to urban design locations and wellness hostels.
The non-profit organisation records around 800,000 annual overnight stays. The focus is on quality-
conscious, sustainable and affordable tourism for young people and families. www.youthhostel.ch
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